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Which cell Phone Provider is BEST FOR YOU?

Part 1

1. View the web sites below:

a. www.verizon.com 

b. www.t-mobile.com
c. www.virginmobile.com
d. www.at&t.com
e. www.sprint.com
2. Search the individual plans from all these websites.  You will find there are many different plans and options.  Find data in order to compare 2 providers and plans.

3. Evaluate from two different perspectives:

a. Your parents: They want you to have a cell phone for emergency use only.  They want a low rate, and minimum minutes (not a lot of minutes).  Their priority is cost and your safety.  They want you to get a “PAY AS YOU GO” plan.  (look at Cricket, Cingular, virgin mobile, and verizon)

b. Yours: you want a cell phone to talk to family and friends, to make plans for the weekend, and to just chat.  You want the most minutes for your money.  Your priority is to be able to talk whenever you want, without going over your minutes.  You want a “FLAT RATE PLAN” that allows for 800 minutes a month.  

4. Make tables and graphs for your 2 chosen plans.

a. After you select your two plans make a table for each of the two plans.  Use the Tables below to help you organize your data.  Based on the data you collect explain why you chose the plans you did?

b. Graph both plans on separate graphs. After you graph your plans, write an equation of the line that best represents your data (y = mx +b).  

c. Then graph both plans on the same graph so that you can compare them.   
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5. After you make tables for both plans, and have all three graphs, answer the following questions.

a. What would be the best plan if you used 20 minutes?

b. What would be the best plan if you used 100 minutes?

c. What would be the best plan if you used 400 minutes?

d. What would be the best plan if you used 800 minutes?

6. Using your data, graphs and tables determine when the two plans will cost the same (where do they intersect?) Explain what this means.

7. Explain what your equations mean.  

a. What is the coefficient (slope) of each equation?  What does it represent in terms of your plan?  

b. What is the y-intercept of each equation?  What does it represent in terms of your plan?

Part 2

The BIG PRESENTATION!!!


You will now create a 2-minute presentation presenting your argument to your parents.  You will try to convince the class (aka your parents), which plan, is best for you.  Your presentation must include:

1. Introduction:

a. Introduce your argument and what you are comparing. 

b. How did you choose the plans and companies you chose?

2. Data. 

(You may use a poster, overhead transparencies, chart paper, handouts, power point, ect.)

a. Data tables comparing your two plans

b. Graphs comparing your two plans (three total; two single and one system of equations)

c. The equations of your lines.

3. Conclusion:

a. What did you conclude based on your evidence?  Refer to your data tables, graphs and equations.

b. Explain your answers to the questions in part 1, section 5.  

c. Your opinion of your conclusion!

This outline is to help you meet all the criteria and standards on the rubric.  Make sure you complete all the checkpoints on the rubric.

